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Figure 1:
Persistence with AJR’s Measures of Year 1500 Development
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	Figure 2:
Persistence with Alternative Measures of Year 1500 Development
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	Figure 3:
Unadjusted and Ancestry Adjusted ln Population Density in 1500 CE for Americas
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Data Appendix
Ancestry Adjusted:  Ancestry adjusted (also called “migration weighted”) measures have been created for urbanization, population density, millennia of agriculture, state history, and technology.  Each measure for 1500 development has two migration weighted measures: 1500-2000 CE and 1500-1960 CE.  
The 1500-2000 weighting is done with the Putterman and Weil (2010) migration matrix, which estimates the fraction of the year 1500 ancestors of each country’s 2000 CE population that lived within the contemporary borders of each country.  Migration weighting simply assigns weights to the 1500 measures of development of the source countries proportionate to their ancestry shares.  For example, if 50% of the ancestors of Country X’s year 2000 population lived in Country Z in 1500 and if there were no other sources of migrants to Country X between 1500 and 2000, then Country X’s migration weighted measure of historical development will give equal weights to the (unweighted) measures of countries X and Z.  
Adjusting ancestry for 1500-1960 uses migration data for 1960-2000 from Özden et al. (2011) to adjust the migration matrix of Putterman and Weil (2010).  Özden et al. (2011) list the numbers of migrants between each pair of countries between 1960 and 2000.  Using these numbers and population estimates for 1960 and 2000 and assuming the ancestry shares for 2000 in Putterman and Weil (2010) to be accurate, we work out corresponding year 1500 ancestry shares for each country’s population as of 1960.  For example, a non-trivial fraction of the US’s population is derived from Mexican immigrants since 1960.  In order to remove this portion of the population to create population compositions for 1960 based on historic origins, it is incorrect to simply allocate less of the US’s population to Mexico.  This is due to the fact that the Mexican population is derived from a number of source populations, most importantly:  Spain, Mexico, and a number of African countries.  Therefore, when removing Mexican immigrants from the 2000 population, we assign these immigrants to the 1500 source countries with the use of Putterman and Weil migration matrix.  
For both weighting measures, we have incomplete country data for our historic measures of development.  If a country’s weighting is incomplete due to a lack of data for source countries, we perform one of two actions:  1) If less than 10% of a country’s population’s ancestors lived in source countries for which we lack the historic development measure in question, we reweight the country’s composition based on the source countries for which we have data and calculate a weighted average accordingly.  2) If data are missing for countries accounting for more than 10% of a country’s year 1500 ancestors, we exclude the country from the sample.
Climate:  Climate variables include humidity, temperature, and soil quality measures.  Humidity is the average percent of humidity recorded at differing times during the day and comes from Parker (1997). Temperature data are average temperature and monthly highs and lows in centigrade, from Parker (1997).  Soil quality variables are climate classifications for differing ecological zones; these data come from Parker (1997).  All data are by way of Acemoglu et al. (2002).   
Colonizer:  Colonizer variables include indicator variables for the European colonizer country.  These include British, French, German, Spanish, Italian, Belgian, Dutch, and Portuguese.  The data are from La Porta et al. (1999) by way of Acemoglu et al. (2002).  
Constraint on Executive in 1950 or 1st Year of Independence: An index for constraints on the executive branch in 1975, ranging from 1-7—i.e., unlimited authority to executive parity or subordination. For autonomous countries, data are from 1950; for colonies, data are from first year of independence.  Data for year of independence are from Ertan, Fiszbein, and Putterman (2013).  Data for constraints on the executive are from the Polity IV data set.    
Constraint on Executive in 1975:  An index for constraints on the executive branch in 1975, ranging from 1-7—i.e., unlimited authority to executive parity or subordination. Data are from the Polity IV data set.    
Constraint on Executive in 1990:  An index for constraints on the executive branch in 1990, ranging from 1-7—i.e., unlimited authority to executive parity or subordination. Data are from the Polity IV data set by way of Acemoglu et al. (2002).    
GDP per capita 1960:  Maddison estimates for PPP converted GDP per capita in constant 2007 dollars.  Found in Avakov (2010).
GDP per capita 1995:  PPP converted GDP per capita in 1995.  Data are from the World Bank’s World Development Indicators (1999) by way of Acemoglu et al. (2002).
GDP per capita 2009:  PPP converted GDP per capita in 2005 chain dollars.  Data are from the World Bank’s World Development Indicators (2012).
Latitude:  Absolute value of latitude scaled between 0 and 1.  Data are from La Porta et al. (1999) by way of Acemoglu et al. (2002).
Literacy Rate in 1950:  Fraction of the population above 15 years of age that is literate in 1950.  Data are from UNESCO (1957).
Literacy Rate in 1970:  The fraction of the population above 15 years of age that is literate in 1970.  Data are from UNESCO etc.
Literacy Rate, Average 1985-1995:  The fraction of the population above 15 years of age that is literate.  The average is comprised of country-level literacy rates from 1985, 1990, and 1995.  Data are from the UNDP Human Development Report for 1990, 1992, and 1998, respectively.
Millennia of Agriculture:  The number of millennia a country has practiced agriculture until 2000 CE.   These data are from Putterman and Trainor (2006).
Population Density in 1500:  Total population relative to arable land.  Data are from McEvedy and Jones (1978) by way of Acemoglu et al. (2002).
Religion:  Religion variables include the percent of a country belonging to the following religions:  Roman Catholic, Protestant, Muslim, and “Other”.  The data are from La Porta et al. (1999) by way of Acemoglu et al. (2002).  
Resources:  Resource variables include indicators for being landlocked, an island, or whether a country has produced coal since 1800.   These data are from Parker (1997), DK Publishing (1997), and World Resource Institute (1997) and Etemad and Toutain (1991), respectively. The percent of the world’s gold deposits in 1995, the percent of the world’s iron deposits in 1995, the percent of the world’s zinc deposits in 1995, the percent of the world’s silver deposits in 1995, and thousands of barrels of oil reserves in 1995 are also included in resources.  These data are from Parker (1997).   All data are by way of Acemoglu et al. (2002).   
State History in 1500 CE:  An index of state antiquity for the period 1 CE to 1500 CE.  Forms of institutional organization are assigned a hierarchical value between 0 and 1 for each 50 year period. These data are then aggregated to form the state history index.  The data are from Putterman (2012).
Technology in 1500 CE:  An index capturing state-level development in agriculture, transportation, military, industry, and communications in 1500 CE.  The presence of a technology is typically assigned an ordinal value of either 0 or 1.  The individual technology scores are then aggregated to form the index.  Data are from Comin et al. (2010).
Urbanization in 1500:  Fraction of the population in 1500 CE living in an urban area with a population minimum of 5,000.  Data are from Bairoch (1988) and Eggimann (1999) by way of Acemoglu et al. (2002).
World Governance Indicators, average 1996:  The average of all world governance indicators for 1996.  World governance indicator are comprised of indices ranging from -10 to 10, with higher scores associated with better governance, and contain measures for voice and accountability, political stability, government effectiveness, regulatory quality, rule of law, and control of corruption. Data are from Kaufmann, Kraay, and Mastruzzi (2013).
Years of Schooling, average 1985-1995:  The country-level average years of schooling for the population above 15 years of age.  Data are in 5-year increments (i.e., 1985, 1990, and 1995) and averaged between 1985 and 1995.  Data are from Barro and Lee (2010).
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